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August 13, 1897 



the Service, with the use of the naphtha launch placed here in Septem- 
ber, 1896 : 





Class. 


Nationality. 


Total. 




American. 


English. 


Spanish. 




24 
1 

e 


3 


11 
6 


38 




7 




2 


8 










Total 


31 


5 


17 


53 







Number of passengers- 
Number in crews 



710 
2,050 



Total persons 2,760 

Vessels going to Tallapiedra Wharf with unacclimated crews during 
this time of the year will of a certainty develop sickness. There are 
now 3 British and 1 American vessel at this wharf. On two of the 
British vessels sickness has appeared. One of them, the brig Estella, was 
at this wharf in May and had 1 case of yellow fever after leaving this 
port. These vessels are now carrying crews of blacks, but as these 
negroes are from Nova Scotia they have not proved to be immune and 
several of them are now sick on the vessels at this wharf. 

I am forced to say that to send vessels to this wharf during the sum- 
mer months appears to be a cruelty. A nonimmune may escape an 
attack of yellow fever after sleeping from two to four weeks at this 
wharf, but I believe that nine out of ten men would suffer from an attack 
of yellow fever, or from a type of malarial fever more dangerous than 
yellow fever, within the time mentioned, and certainly the experience 
of the last six weeks will demonstrate the correctness of this statement. 

The following table will give the mortality of this city for the 
month of July, 1897. Like the other figures in regard to the preva- 
lence of disease, they are approximately correct. Only the principal 
causes of death are enumerated : 

Yellow fever, military hospitals, 205; city, 6; total, 211. Smallpox, 
4 ; enteric fever, 62 ; pernicious fever, 49 ; paludal fever, 13 ; bilious 
fever, 1 ; dysentery, 71 ; enteritis, 100 ; diphtheria, 3 ; measles, 1 ; 
pneumonia, 19; glanders, 3; tuberculosis. 137. Deaths from all causes, 
1,193. Annual rate per 1,000, 66.58. 

Very respectfully, W. F. Brtjnnee, 

Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Sanitary report from Habana. 

Habana, Cuba, August 7, 1897. 

Sir : The following report for the week ended Thursday, August 5, 
1897, is respectfully submitted : 

It is now about the middle of the rainy season and, while the ther- 
mometer rarely reaches 90° F., the heat during the middle of the 
day is at times very oppressive. The rainfall occurs almost daily for a 
few hours, the precipitation being very slight. Occasionally the rain 
continues for half a day and there is rainfall of several inches. All 
the atmospheric conditions now favor the spread of yellow fever, and 
yet, from reports received, that disease has not increased, but apparently 
it has decreased. Being impressed with the opinion that yellow fever 
can not decline at this season of the year, with abundant material on 



August 18, 1897 



854 



which the fever could feed, I have formulated a table of mortuary 
statistics for the past four weeks, and from this table you will see that 
for two weeks the deaths from yellow fever have decreased while the 
deaths from enteric and pernicious fevers have correspondingly 
increased. The increase in deaths from intestinal diseases is observed 
to be great. It is believed that many deaths from yellow fever are 
swallowed up by being placed under another cause. 

Smallpox is rapidly decreasing. No deaths from that cause have been 
reported for over two weeks. 

Pour vessels have been discharging lumber at the Tallapiedra 
Wharf. Two of them are British vessels, the other two were American 
vessels. All these vessels carried nearly a full complement of negro 
men, evidently to minimize the danger of having yellow fever aboard. 
While yellow fever did not appear on any of these vessels, 3 severe 
cases of malarial fever were found on the British schooner Sirocco, 
which lay at this wharf over two weeks, leaving there on Thursday, 
August 5, for Pascagoula, Miss., via Ship Island. 

There are at the present time no vessels at this wharf. 

Very respectfully, W. P. Brtjnner, 

Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. 3. S. 

[Inclosure.] 

Comparative statistics of the mortality of the city of Habana for the weeks ended July 15, July 
22, July 29, and August 5, 1897. 



Disease. 




Week ended— 




July 15. 


July 22. 


July 29. 


Aug. 5. 




41 
11 
10 
2 
9 
12 
1 
1 


48 

14 

6 

3 

22 

23 

3 


40 

17 

14 

3 

21 

30 



1 

1 

3 

32 

284 


28 




21 




14 








23 




42 









X 




i 

3 

28 
264 






6 

29 

235 


3 








306 








61.10 


68.64 


73.84 


79 56 







Sanitary report from Santiago. 

Santiago de Cuba, July 24, 1897. 
Sir : I have the honor of submitting the following report on the sani- 
tary condition of Santiago de Cuba for the week ended July 24 : 

One hundred and one deaths have been reported, of which 23 were 
from yellow fever, 12 from dysentery, 6 from tuberculosis, 9 from 
enteritis, 13 from remittent, and 12 from pernicious fevers ; the rest from 
noncontagious diseases. 

Dysentery is gradually decreasing, and there is a slight increase of 
the yellow fever cases. Malarial fevers abound to such a degree that 
nearly all the inhabitants of Santiago have suffered from them more or 
less. Consumption ha^ also increased some owing to the ravages of 
hunger and miserable physical condition of the poor. 

Eespectfully, Dr. Henry S. Caminero, 

Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. 3. S. 



